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1776 RESTAURANT EARNS WINE SPECTATOR  
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN 2019 

1776 Among 3,800 Winners; Only One In McHenry County 
 
 

Crystal Lake, Ill. - July 16, 2019 -- 1776 Restaurant has been honored for its outstanding wine 
program in Wine Spectator’s 2019 Restaurant Awards. The restaurant is recognized among other 
winners from all over the globe as a top destination for wine lovers. 
 
“We’re pleased to shine a spotlight on the destinations around the world that show devotion to 
their wine program, while also creating a comprehensive global dining guide for our readers to 
enjoy,” said Marvin R. Shanken, Editor and Publisher, Wine Spectator. “Both novice wine lovers and 
seasoned sommeliers alike actively seek the frequent restaurants with exciting, well-curated wine 
lists. Bravo to all the 2019 recipients -- we raise a glass to you.” 
 
“Wine Spectator began its program to recognize the world’s best wine lists in 1981. To be the only 
restaurant in McHenry County within that elite group is truly special,” said 1776’s Wine and 
Spirits Director, Erik Nordstrom. 
 
Nordstrom joined 1776 in 2016 and has worked to elevate the wine, beer and spirits offerings. 
Since coming on board, he has passed the Introductory Sommelier exam and is working towards 
the Certified Sommelier exam, which owner, Rhienna McClain, says is an important part of her 
vision for the restaurant. 
 
“We are redefining fine dining, and that goes beyond the food. This community deserves a 
one-of-a-kind experience -- one where every single person can find exactly what they are looking 
for, whether that’s in the food, drink or simply the camaraderie. This award speaks volumes to that 
mission.” 
 

http://1776restaurant.com/
https://www.winespectator.com/


1776 has won the Award of Excellence, which recognizes restaurants whose wine lists feature a 
well-chosen assortment of quality producers along with a thematic match to the menu in both 
price and style. 
 
There are three levels in Wine Spectator’s program: the Award of Excellence, the Best of Award of 
Excellence, and the Grand Award -- with 2,447; 1,244; and 100 winners this year in each 
respective category. 
 
The complete list of award winners is available in print in Wine Spectator’s August issue, on 
newsstands July 16, and online at Restaurants.WineSpectator.com, where visitors can search and 
access exclusive content on the 3,800 restaurants.  
 
For more information on 1776 or to book a reservation, visit 1776restaurant.com or call 
815-356-1776. 
 
## 
 
ABOUT 1776 RESTAURANT | 1776restaurant.com  
1776 is a dining destination for the Northwest suburbs of Chicago, and it embraces the 
farm-to-table philosophy. Specializing in locally sourced ingredients, great wine, and gluten-free 
and allergy-friendly dishes, it is redefining what fine dining looks like. 1776 has received 
OpenTable’s 2019 Diner’s Choice Award, TripAdvisor’s 2019 Award of Excellence, has been Zagat 
rated repeatedly since 1997, and a consecutive Wine Spectator National Award winner since 
1995. They believe fine dining can and should affect community in a positive way, and take that 
responsibility very seriously working with local farmers and vendors to create an experience for 
the stomach, head and heart.  
 
ABOUT WINE SPECTATOR | winespectator.com  
Wine Spectator in the world’s leading authority on wine. Anchored by Wine Spectator magazine, a 
print publication that reaches around 3 million readers worldwide, the brand also encompasses 
the Web’s most comprehensive wine site (winespectator.com), mobile platforms and a series of 
signature events. Wine Spectator examines the world of wine from the vineyard to the table, 
exploring wine’s role in contemporary culture and delivering expert reviews of more than 15,000 
wines each year. Parent company M. Shanken Communications, Inc., also publishes Cigar 
Aficionado, Whiskey Advocate, Market Watch, Shanken News Daily and Shanken’s Impact Newsletter. 
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Amy Piedra 
marketing@1776restaurant.com 
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